
STARTALK Persian Program @ SDSU

Through the generosity of  the 
STARTALK program, adminis-
tered by The National Foreign 
Language Center, we are able to 
offer a unique language experi-
ence for middle and high school 
students.

This non-residential language 
and culture program is open to 
interested and qualified  students, 
grades 7-12. Applications are 
available at: 
http://larcnet.sdsu.edu/downloa
ds/Startalk2008_application.pdf

There are no fees for partici-
pation, although students’ families 
must arrange for their transporta-
tion to SDSU.  

The unique features of  the 
program are the low teacher-to-

student ratio and the opportunity 
to meet nearby Persian communi-
ties for cultural enrichment. 

The program is designed to 
teach three levels of  learners, and 
non-heritage and heritage speak-
ers are encouraged to apply.

Classes start at 9 am and 
finish at noon.  The four-week 
program begins June 30 and ends 
July 25, with the 4th of  July holi-
day observed. Instruction takes 
place on the San Diego State 
University campus.  

Regular field trips will expose 
students to the rich cultural mo-
saic of  the Persian communities of 
San Diego. Classroom activities 
also include dancing, music, mov-
ies, cooking, and other culturally 

appropriate events. All field trips 
and activities are supervised and 
chaperoned. Written parental 
permissions will be required for 
minors.

Each classroom will have a 
head teacher and assistants who 
are experienced in teaching these 
age groups. Students will also 
have access to the state-of-the-art 
lab facilities.

For more information, con-
tact Dr. Atefeh Oliai, Program 
Director  aoliai@mail.sdsu.edu.

http://oliai.sdsu.edu
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